THE ROCK
And I tell you that you are Peter,
and on this rock I will build my
church..."
Matthew 16:18
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Dear Friends,
When I was 11 I wanted to build a "fort" in my backyard. During
science I doodled out the blueprint of a two storied plywood fort with a pole I
could slide down from the top to the bottom. It was going to be epic. I showed
my dad and he agreed. We started building and completed the bottom cube
and now we were going to work on the top with an overhang and pole. When
we began that, the neighbor from the house behind us, in a grumpy Walter
Matthauish voice, asked with irritation, "Is that going to be higher. I don't want
it to be higher and looking over my fence" My dad was much more
Rev. Cory Britt
understanding than I and said we were not going to build it any higher. I was
disappointed and only bore a slight grudge toward our neighbor. But that didn't stop me from my quest.
I then moved my focus to the woods of an undeveloped area in our neighborhood. My friends
and I found scrap plywood, gathered my dads tool belt, and found a grouping of trees. We sawed, we
hammered, we created. We even had battles with other kids doing the same and competed for space and
supplies. It was epic.
The space changed, the tools even changed, but the message and quest stayed the same;
Adventure. Today, we are in a time of constant change. The way we were doing things changed on us,
our routines changed on us, the tools changed on us. We wanted to do worship a certain way, we got
used to doing it in a certain way, but then a pandemic yelled at us and said, "Are you going to make that
higher than my fence?"
Conditions and safety required us to do things differently. My dad could have told the neighbor
we aren't changing and risked the good relationship we had with our neighbor, I could have abandoned
my quest, but I chose to adapt. Likewise, we could have said we are going to do worship the same way

and risk the lives of others and greater spread of the virus throughout our community, we could have said
I am going to do nothing, or we could adapt.
I am grateful that we did not abandon our mission, that we did not abandon our call, but we
adapted. We chose to be good neighbors, we chose to do no harm, we chose to listen to science, we
chose to follow our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and we continued worship. Yes, that worship was in a
different form, but the message remained the same. Jesus is Lord and there is no place he is not and he
offers life to all.
My prayer has been that you continued to worship. That you didn't let circumstances dictate
your joy, that you didn't let style dictate your focus, that you didn't allow frustration to rule your
engagement, but that you allowed the Joy of the Lord to be your strength, that you connected with other
Christians, that you took responsibility not just for your faith, and your discipleship development, but your
mission to share the good news of Jesus Christ!
Through this pandemic we have learned and are continuing to learn new technology and ways
to communicate in this 21st century in this time of Covid-19. We went from almost zero online presence
to having live-streaming events, to online pre-school, a YouTube channel with children, youth, and adult
Christian content. We are continuing to learn how to increase our presence online and spread the good
news of Jesus Christ to a wider audience than before.
We are still adapting to change, there is still adventure to be had. We need to be like the
Israelites who created a worship space that was mobile, that could move when the fire of God changed
direction, that we can move when God says go this way and that. So let us be in prayer to discern Jesus'
next steps for us.
We are slowly making a new step. We have been in prayer and discernment about when we
think we can return to in person worship safely and how to do so. While I believe it is safer at home, and
that if you fall into a certain susceptibility to this virus, it is better to stay home. But we also believe that
with the number of cases dropping, and with only a few desiring to return at this date, we can open the
doors for in person worship this weekend (Sept 6). Please look below for details of our return and what to
expect.
Our call is to the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to alert people to the universal reign of God through
Jesus Christ. We are blessed that we have technology that allows us to do that in most settings. I am
thankful for your faithful witness to the love of God toward one another, and my work is to continue to find
ways for us to do no harm, to do all the good we can, and to help us spread the name and work of Jesus
to all we meet. Let us discover where this adventure will take us!

Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Cory Britt

What To Expect In Person Worship
September 6

Worship Services

We are opening our doors with restrictions. Here is what
we are doing to prepare.
1. Sanctuary is wiped down and cleaned on
Thursday and not used until Sunday morning.
2. The filters are being changed. We will not be
getting the MERV 8 filters for another month, they
have been on back order.
3. We have an electrostatic air cleaner we will begin
using once the building is being used.

Traditional Worship
8:00 & 11:00 am
Contemporary
9:30 am
Sunday School All Ages

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

There are hand sanitizers at every door
There is signage to pay attention to
Only Sanctuary open
Only Bathrooms in Family Life Center available
Pews have been sectioned off

9:30 am

St. Peter's Quick Links

More About Us

What You Need to Do
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Stay home if sick or with sick symptoms
MASKS are Required
Keep 6ft from others that don't come with you
No Touching
Observe Pew sections

Food Ministry

What To Expect
1. Ushers will have gloves
2. There will be signs with rules and directions on
the campus.
3. The only bathrooms available are in the family life
center. Entrance and exits will be marked
4. The pews are marked with red rope, 6ft apart,
front and back and side.
5. There is family seating available
6. Ushers will help you find a seat
7. Please maintain 6ft when entering building
8. Singing is light and with mask on on.
9. Ushers will give instructions on how to exit
10. Offering is placed in White Offering boxes
attached at exit
11. There are no bulletins at this time
12. Some music is pre-recorded
13. No congregating in the aisle
14. Pre-packaged communion elements will be
available to pick up when entering building

Urgent Need
Please Donate
We have been helping those in our
congregation, their friends and
families who are in need every month
with Publix gift cards. The need for
help continues to grow so if you can
help, please make your check out to
St. Peter's putting Food Ministry in the
memo section.

.

15. The presence of Jesus Christ
16.

REACH OUT TO
CROS MINISTRIES
Make a difference here at
home! Help us alleviate
hunger in Palm Beach
County. Help us stock the
CROS Food Pantry in Lake
Worth by bringing nonperishable food items with
you to worship. Demand is
heavy and often the
supply is limited.
CROS - Christians
Reaching Out to Society.

FINANCE UPDATE
by Scott Craig

ST. PETER'S
AUTOMATIC OFFERING PLAN
YOUR CONTRIBUTIONS
MADE EASY

St. Peter's Automatic Offering Plan is similar
to payment programs offered by banks and
utility companies. Your contributions are
automatically withdrawn from checking or
savings accounts at any bank or credit union.
It's 100% safe. No one but you has access to
your account and nothing can be withdrawn
without your authorization. You can change or

cancel your contribution by simply sending a
written notice to St. Peter's. For more
information or to obtain an authorization form
just click on the link Electronic Funds
Authorization form or please call the office,
793-5712, ext.13.

The hospitality
program has increased since it
was started. The coffee and
donuts have become a big hit
with the children and adults. It
was decided to set up in the
Fellowship Hall for the comfort of
everyone with the addition of
We know that some church members are concerned about tables and chairs so we can all
enjoy fellowship with others.
we are doing financially this year. The answer is we are
doing fine. Through the first 7 months of this year we had
offerings totaling approximately $450,000. This compares
relatively favorably with past years, given the
circumstances. Over the past four years (2016 to 2019),
Church offerings ranged from $457,000 to $498,000. We
have also strived to keep our expenses under control.

INTENTIONAL DISCIPLING
Adult Ministries

ST. PETER'S
GREETERS AND WELCOME CART
VOLUNTEERS
I would like to thank you for your
generous gift of time to volunteer
to greet our church family and
welcome visitors as they come to
worship on Sunday.

Rev. Rachel
Lever
MANY THANKS TO THOSE WHO HAVE LED

We are always looking for
volunteers and if you have an

SHORT TERM STUDIES DURING THE PANDEMIC interest please contact Shelly
Albright
Surprise the World! ~ Monday AM - Carol Curtis & John
Cardozo
Surprise the World! + DNA ~ Tuesday PM - Howard
Dargan & Jerry Tuliano
Surprise the World! ~ Wednesday PM - Sheryl Beach
Surprise the World! ~ Thursday PM - Dave Boyer
Surprise the World! ~ Sunday AM - Participants shared
the leadership
Anxious for Nothing ~ Wednesday PM - Ann Lewis
You'll Get Through This ~ Tuesday AM - Debbie Louda &
Neil Spielholz
You'll Get Through This ~ Wednesday PM - Ann Lewis
Dealing with Doubt ~ Tuesday PM - Debbie Louda
I & II Thessalonians ~ Monday AM - Jane Fernandez
Facing Your Giants ~ Tuesday PM - Neil Spielholz

salbright@stpeters-umc.org
or call 561-800-8375.

Thank you again for your help.

Coffee and donuts are
served from 8:00 to 11:00 am.

We are always looking for some
volunteers to help on Tuesday
KUDOS TO THE GROUPS THAT
mornings to straighten out and
RECORDED BIRTHDAY VIDEOS FOR PASTOR
supply the sanctuary. If this is
CORY
something you would be interested in
please contact Debbie Ferrugio in the
Facing Your Giants Class - Teacher: Neil Spielholz
church office at 561-793-5712 ext. 13.
Fellowship Class - Contact: Cindy Johnson
Wednesday AM Reunion Group - Contact: Marianne
Forrest
Salty Sisters - Contact: Ann Lewis
Disciple Bible Study IV - Contact: Pat Johnson
Monday AM Bible Study - Teacher: Jane Fernandez
Abundance of Joy Reunion Group - Contact: Cindy
United Methodists have
Johnson
"The Upper Room
Living Prayer Center"

NEW CLASSES FOR ADULTS

prayer ministry with a 24-hr,
toll-free Prayer Line at:

St. Peter's United Methodist Church Child Enrichment
Center
(CEC)
opened
on
Monday.
Palm
Beach County Schools began virtual learning the same
day. What about us ... the adults of the church? Isn't this

1-800-251-2468.
Here at St. Peter's, we have an
intercessory prayer group called

a great time to take advantage of opportunities for learning
and growing? Check out the two options below.

The Pathway to God
Prayer Ministry.
Michelle Knevelbaard is our new
coordinator. You can send your
prayer concerns to pray@stpetersumc.org and she will forward them to
the rest of the prayer team.

RESOURCES
Click on icons to for more
information.
SURPRISE THE WORLD! Book Study

UMC 2008 Book of Discipline

Begins Tuesday, September 8, 6:00 PM

Cokesbury

For months, Rev. Cory Britt has been encouraging every
St. Peter's member and regular attendee to read the
book, Surprise the World! At the end of each worship
service, he mentions BELLS. Do you know what he is
referring to? If not, you are invited to join a small group to
study the book, Surprise the World! The study is seven
weeks long.
Cindy Johnson participated in a small group in the
spring. She was very touched by the message of the book,
and she is excited about leading a new Zoom group. To
register for the group, email rlever@stpeters-umc.org, or
call 793-5712 x 21.
The book is an easy read. You may purchase it on Amazon
for $4.19. We also have a few copies at the church, which
you can buy for $5.00.

FORGIVENESS: Finding Peace Through Letting
Go

Begins Monday, September 14, 11:00 AM
Jennifer Cisney Ellers, a Christian author, says, "This book
offers clear guidance for believers struggling with the
practical application of our Biblical imperative to forgive. It
is a must read for both Christian counselors and every
person who has something or someone to forgive."
This study is four weeks long. The book is an easy read,
and the cost is $5.00. To register for the group, please
email, rlever@stpeters-umc.org, or call 793-5712 x 21.
Linda Nelson and Rachel Lever will lead the study.

GROUPS FOR ADULTS
++ Denotes groups meeting by way of Zoom
**Denotes short term small groups
SUNDAY
AM - Fellowship Class++
AM - Small Group for Parents of Young Children
AM - Small Group for Parents of Youth
PM - DNA Group++
PM - Abundance of Joy Reunion Group++
PM - Salty Sisters++
PM - Men's Book Study++
MONDAY
AM - Forgiveness**++ - Begins 9/14
AM - Ruth Circle (1st Monday)
PM - Men's Reunion Group++
PM - Women's Reunion Group++
PM - Zoom Prayer Gathering**++
PM - Women of St. Peter's (2nd Monday)
PM - United Methodist Men (3rd Monday)
TUESDAY
AM - Men's Breakfast Group ++
PM - Surprise the World**++ - Begins 9/8
PM - Women's Small Group++
WEDNESDAY
AM - Women's Breakfast Reunion Group++
AM - Disciple Bible Study I++
AM - Christian Believer++ - Begins 9/8
PM - Prayer Shawl Ministry
THURSDAY

Puerta de Golpe, Cuba

Zambia

AM - Building Better Moms
PM - Men's Bible Study++
FRIDAY
PM - Women's Lunch Reunion Group++
SATURDAY
AM - Men's Breakfast Reunion Group++
**Contact Rachel Lever, rlever@stpeters-umc.org, for more
information about groups OR for information on how to connect
with your group through Zoom

CHILDREN & YOUTH MINISTRIES
We have been working
hard behind the scenes
to ensure our children and
youth
are still connected
to Jesus and their church!
This is the perfect time for families
to enjoy worship together. Children
and youth who attend worship are
Jenn Morgan, Coordinator of
more likely to practice their faith as
Children's Arts &
Shelly Albright, Director of
adults. The worship team is
Children and Youth Ministries
dedicated to making each service
a special experience for all ages.
Participate in our online services, comment and read the
comments! It has been a unique way for us to remain an active
Christian community.

Everyone had a great time at our Blessing of the
Laptop/Backpack Event!
We did a little dancing, played a few games and had tasty
treats from Kona Ice. Congratulations to Anna Cooper who won
the best mask contest!

We continue to pray for and over all those who work in
our schools

providing our students with a wonderful education.

St.

Peter's
YouTube
channel:
Check out our
YouTube
playlists for kids
by clicking on
the following
links:
Sunday Morning
Children's
Message with Ms. Shelly
Bible Time with Ms. Jenn & Ms. Shelly
Music with Ms. Jenn

Does your child love to sing
and dance?
If your children love music, be sure
to have them watch Ms. Jenn sing
and dance to their favorite Bible
songs! Her music videos have been
a huge hit with the little ones. There
are videos for the preschoolers, as well as our elementary
aged kids. All of the music videos contain songs kids will love.

Angel & Celebration Singers

CEC Music Time

Wednesday evenings
7:30pm Tea Time: Girl's small group led by Katie Dresselt and
Shelly Albright.
7:30pm B&B: Boys small group led by Chris Gayle and Calvin
Strals.

Sundays
4pm Youth Group
For information on how to get youth involved in our programs,
please contact Shelly Albright at salbright@stpeters-umc.org.

TRADITIONAL MUSIC

We're getting together again! Praise
the Lord! Though we will have limited
seating, we will enjoy corporate
worship once again.
In the spirit of keeping everyone
healthy, we will sing with masks in
place. With that, you will notice the
singers in the chancel area are not
wearing masks. As masks tend to
Jim Sheldrake
muffle what we say or sing, we want
you to be able to clearly hear our
songs as we lead you. There are health recommendations when
it comes to singing, and we are abiding by them. Please let us
know if you have any questions about that.
If you are interested in being part of our rotation of singers, let me
know. This opportunity is not just for choir members, but open to
everyone. We rehearse for an hour on Wednesday evenings,
then arrive one hour before service on Sunday. We welcome
each of you to join us.
Now that we will be back together in the sanctuary, remember to
bring those Facebook comments of "beautiful," "I agree," "Amen,"
"Preach it!" Amens and Hallelujahs are not just reserved for
charismatic churches. When the Holy Spirit moves in you to affirm
what's being said or sung in the service, let Him out and be
comfortable saying, "Amen."

HANDBELLS
Just prior to the pandemic, we had requests and suggestions to
re-activate the St. Peter's Ringers. While we cannot open
participation to a full twelve member ensemble, we can get
together with up to 5 ringers. If you are interested in joining,
please contact me through email (jsheldrake@stpeters-umc.org).
Experience? Helpful but not required.
Read music? Helpful but not required
See you on Sunday!.
Child
CHILD ENRICHMENT CENTER

Lori Maxwell

We are getting ready for the 2020-2021 school
year! We can not wait to hear the sounds of children's
laughter ringing throughout the preschool again.
C.E.C. has been blessed by several volunteers who
have helped to prepare our school for it's re-opening. A
special THANKS to Barry Hutchins for replacing and
repairing ceiling tiles, John Tamsberg for pressure
washing doors and the grounds, and lastly to Avery Hill,
Kylah Hill, and Regan Maxwell for re-painting our
playground area and painting new line up procedures near
our

bathrooms.

Pastor Cory and Pastor Rachel welcomed our staff
back to campus with words of
encouragement and a
prayer. We are very grateful for such a supportive church

staff.

SALTY SERVICE
INTERNATIONAL MISSIONS
One for Israel- Eitan Bar
At the time of One for Israel's last newsletter, Beirut
suffered a devastating explosion of dangerous substances
that had been confiscated and stored at the port. There
were thousands of casualties (5000 wounded) and 135
deaths. 300,000 people are now left homeless. Even though
Israel and Lebanon are considered enemies, Israel has
offered support and aid. They are ready to provide medical
assistance as they did before with the people of south
Lebanon and the people of Syria. If Israel can act in such
a way towards their enemies, how much more should we
who know the Messiah honor and bless our persecutors?
How can we love our enemy and put the words of our Lord
into practice today? "Love your enemies and pray for
those who persecute you.
Liberia- Johannes and Lena Ebner
It's a good thing the Ebners are in the USA. Lena was
fighting a viral infection with inflammations of stomach
and various joints. Her health has improved after lots of
doctor visits and medications. Liberia's state of emergency

has not been extended. Schools are reopening as has the
airport. Things are getting better bit by bit.
Their teammates will not be able to return to Liberia. The
Ebners lease their house from the partners but the lease is
paid until March 2022. They will be allowed to continue
renting inside the farm but now they will be responsible for
all maintenance and upkeep of the entire coconut
plantation. They will have to hire 5 fulltime employees not
counting farm workers. They feel God has called them to
this particular region and are planning on returning to this
place and continue ministry. They need prayer, for right
timing, for transitions and for discernment.
Zambia- Nate Steury
They normally just send out a newsletter, but this time they
need to ask for support. Prayer support from all who are
spiritually able and financial report from all who are
economically able. God will take care of their ministry as
God always does but they are struggling from a lack of
funds due to having to shut down the training center. They
have about 2 months of salary left in the account. They are
also struggling to pay salaries of some who cannot make it
through this time without work. And they are running short
of ministry funds.
Cuba- Puerta de Golpe- Eduardo Murga (Pitity), Alonso
de Rojas Arturo Manuel Silot Labaceno The churches in
Cuba can meet again. All wear masks, but they do not
maintain social distancing. So far, as far as Covid is
concerned, things are going well. As you might imagine,
medicine and toiletries are scarce. Thank you, members of
St. Peters for donating over the counter meds to be shipped
to Cuba as soon as flights resume.
The government has changed things again. There were two
currencies, the Cuban peso, which was worth only pennies
on the American dollar and the CUC which was supposed
to be one CUC for one dollar but slipped to between 97 to
92 CUC for one dollar. Now the government has opened
stores to sell meat, oil, detergent etc. and only accept the
dollar. In addition, Pastor Pitity said the cost is now 142
CUC to buy one dollar to use in these stores. The only place
where there are no lines are the new dollar stores. (This
writer saw a video of thousands of people lining up to get
shampoo and soap.)

They would be grateful to receive help economically
also. Many people have nothing to eat. They cannot bathe
and have nothing with which to wash the dishes
Two hundred dollars was sent to Alonso de Rojas for the
purchase of a small house to use as a mission. The mission
was meeting outside under a tree. They purchased the
house and they will send pictures when they finish
renovating it.
Please pray for our brothers and sisters in Cuba.

In His service,
Carol Walters Curtis and Ann Lewis

